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The Clarion Conservation District coordinated a storm drain stenciling project in Clarion and Knox Boroughs with a local Cub Scout troop to develop awareness of source water protection. In addition, the project was modified to also include students from Clarion Elementary School.  Teaching equipment was purchased to enhance an educational grant awarded to the elementary school to develop cross-curriculum, hands-on teaching of science.  The equipment (ground water model, stereo microscopes and water testing kits) were demonstrated at the annual Eco-Challenge that included the 5th and 6th grades (120 students).  During that event students learned the importance of protecting ground water and basic water quality testing techniques.  Presenters at the event included community members and experts from the Seneca Rocks Audubon Society, Clarion University, Trout Unlimited, DCNR, PA Game Commission and the Clarion Conservation District.  

Cub Scouts from Clarion will continue to develop the stenciling program in other communities as supplies allow.  It was their intention to contact other boroughs that depend on the Clarion River reservoir as their drinking water source.  Cub Scout leaders will coordinate a tour of the water filtering plant operated my PA American Water over the summer vacation.  Clarion Elementary will incorporate the materials purchased with the grant into their 5th and 6th grade science curriculum as well as the 3rd -12th grade gifted program.  The equipment will enhance programs currently in place such as, Trout in the Classroom (in partnership with the local TU chapter) and Envirothon (coordinated by the Clarion Conservation District).  

The project was a success based on the following deliverables

· 15 storm drains were identified and marked with stencils and markers.  During the project many passers by stopped to ask questions and were very supportive of the Cub Scouts’ efforts.  
· Clarion Borough’s maintenance manager actively participated in the project.
· Clarion News took photos of the event (waiting for publication)
· 120 students participated in lessons demonstrating the ground water model
· Water quality monitoring was incorporated into the elementary gifted program’s curriculum, and 5th and 6th grade general science classes using the purchased equipment. 
· Community members from naturalist and watershed organizations supported the project by attending the Eco-Challenge event increasing public awareness for the need to protect the Clarion River watershed. 
· Citizen organizations ad government agencies worked in partnership on both the stenciling and outreach project.
