WRAP UP AND ORIENTATION MEETING JUNE 17 & 18 2008
Speaker Biographies and Session Descriptions
PRE MEETING SESSION:  1:  Water Quality impacts of the 
Traditional American Lawn
	Harry L. Campbell III, Scientist
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Old Waterworks Building
614 North Front Street, Ste. G
Harrisburg, PA 17101
	Phone: 717.234.5550 ext. 213
Fax: 717.234.9632
Email: hcampbell@cbf.org
Web: http://www.cbf.org


  
Presentation abstract

American's are obsessed with lawns.   Carefully manicured turf lawns surrounding large lot single-family homes are pretty much an American phenomenon, not often seen elsewhere in the world.  In fact, today North America now has more than 32 million acres of lawn, occupying more land than any single crop, including wheat or corn.   While many love their lawns, the maintenance undertaken by many lawn owners can have a significant impact on the environment, particularly water quality.  This session will focus on the impacts of lawns and simple ways individuals can reduce improve water quality through "low impact" landscaping. 
Harry is a scientist with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Pennsylvania office. He is responsible for providing scientific support on policy initiatives and working with local governmental, businesses, and concerned citizens on watershed protection and restoration. Harry has over ten years of experience in comprehensive watershed planning, Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) establishment, structural and non-structural stormwater BMPs, land use planning, public education, and water quality studies.  Harry served as the co-chair of Pennsylvania’s Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy Urban Stormwater Workgroup and has been instrumental in establishing Pennsylvania’s Nutrient Trading Policy, program for implementing nutrient limits into NPDES permits, and investigating the occurrence and impact of legacy sediments on local streams and the Chesapeake Bay.   He currently manages several initiatives, including a new and innovative effort to establish large-scale composting facilities which leverage existing municipal operations with excess manure from the region.  Nationally, very few TMDL Implementation Plans have been developed, although he has written two such plans.  The development of these plans included the creation of innovative urban stormwater BMP cost-effectiveness and Critical Source Determination Flow Path models.  Harry is also the author of State of Michigan’s guide to watershed planning to meet TMDL goals. He is a frequent lecturer and presenter and has been quoted in over 100 television, radio, and newspaper articles.  He holds a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Resource Management and a Master of Science in Environmental Pollution Control from the Pennsylvania State University. 


PRE MEETING SESSION:  2:  Forests to Faucets Connection and the 
Latest on PA Highlands Study
	Martina C. Barnes, AICP, PP

Regional Planner, Co-Director, Watershed Exchange and Technology Partnership
USDA Forest Service

Northeastern Area, State & Private Forestry
	Tel: 610.557.4217 / 212.637.3863

Fax: 610.557.4136 / 212.637.3887

610-557-4217 (Newtown Square, PA - Monday) 
212-637-3862 (EPA-NYC, Tues-Friday) 
martinabarnes@fs.fed.us 
Web: http://www.wetpartnership.org/


Presentation abstract

Forests, water and people, and highlights from the Pennsylvania Highlands study.  This analysis uses a GIS-based process and a series of maps to create a watershed condition index based on physical and biological attributes. Using a multi-step process, this index is then used to compare 540 watersheds across the 20 states and District of Columbia, in terms of their ability to produce clean water. The study also quantifies the magnitude and scope of forest-dependent drinking water supplies, their dependence on private forests, and identifies watersheds that are threatened by land use change or are in need of management to sustain and improve forests that protect water supplies.  The Pennsylvania Highlands study was authorized by the Federal Highlands Conservation Act of 2004.  The purpose of the study was to complete a resource assessment (water, forest, biodiversity, agriculture, recreation and cultural resources) and analyze the likely effects of future urban growth on the region’s resources, and to identify conservation strategies that support state and local efforts to conserve the resources of this nationally important region.

Martina C. Barnes is a regional planner with the USDA Forest Service's Northeastern Area (NA), State and Private Forestry division.  NA covers 20 States in the northeast, which includes 170 million acres of forest land, 140 million acres of which are in private ownership.  Martina is co-director of the WET Partnership, a partnership with the University of Massachusetts-Amherst, whose main objective is to protect and manage forests critical to providing high quality drinking water, with a focus on small and medium-sized water suppliers and their communities.  WET emphasizes practical, science-based solutions to conserve and restore watersheds.  Martina is also Highlands coordinator for the Forest Service. She is coordinating completion of the Connecticut-Pennsylvania Highlands study, a comprehensive natural resource analysis of a 2 million acre region that also studies the impact of land use change on the resources.  She also manages implementation of the Federal Highlands Conservation Act for the Forest Service, which involves evaluating and ranking projects for Federal funding consideration using a land acquisition prioritization system. Martina has more than 10 years experience in land use and environmental planning.  She has a B.S. in Urban and Regional Studies and a Master's in Regional Planning from Cornell University, is a New Jersey certified Professional Planner (PP), and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP).  She and her husband live in Jersey City, NJ and have one daughter. 


SESSION 1:  Water Words that Work and Don’t
	Eric Eckl

Water Words That Work

P.O. Box 2182

Falls Church, VA 22042
"Make a splash with your communications"
	(703) 822-4265

eric.eckl@waterwordsthatwork.com 

Skype/AIM: ericeckl

http://waterwordsthatwork.com



Eric is fascinated by the intersection between language, technology, and the environment. He blogs on the topic at http://waterwordsthatwork.com. 

Eric supports his blogging habit by consulting. His company, Water Words That Work LLC, assists nature protection and pollution control organizations with their behavior change, fundraising, and issue advocacy efforts. 
In addition to consulting and training, Water Words That Work can produce websites, videos, advertising campaigns, email blasts, and other marketing materials. 
Eric’s clients include the National Park Service, the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds, the Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, and many others. 
In addition to running his own business, Eric is of counsel to Beaconfire Consulting. Before launching Water Words That Work, Eric led advocacy and fundraising campaigns, managed media relations, and oversaw web and print publishing activities for a variety of conservation organizations. He has appeared in countless news stories and is a frequent speaker at environmental, marketing, and technology conferences.
SESSION 2:  Concurrent Sessions—See WREN team biographies at the end
 
SESSION 3:  WREN Success Stories – Speed-Learning
Session A: Reaching Homeowners - Rain Barrel Workshops
Trish Attardo, Monroe Co Conservation District
Stephanie Harmon, Lebanon County Conservation District
Nancy Martin-Silber, PA Resources Council, Pittsburgh

Session B: Using Mass Media - Movie Theatre Ads & Newspaper Inserts
Julie Vastine, Alliance for Aquatic Resource Monitoring (ALLARM)
Michele Ulmer, Pike Co Conservation District

Session C: Reaching Municipal Officials - Stormwater Management Bus Tour
Rea Monaghan, Bucks Co Conservation District


Session D:  Drinking Water Area Road Signage & Emergency Spill Response 
Mark Stephens (PADEP, representing multiple water suppliers in Potter and Clearfield County -Shinglehouse Borough Water, Coudersport Borough Authority, Roulette Water Co., Ulysses Municipal Authority, Genesee Twp Water)

Session E:  Using Mass Media--Green Tip of the Week TV Commercials 
Jean Gomory, Warren Co Conservation District

Session F: Public Event - Water Festival 
Donna Fisher, Blair Co Conservation District
After Dinner Speaker – June 17, 2008 –  DCNR Update
	Diane Kripas, Division Chief

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
Bureau of Recreation and Conservation 
Greenways and Conservation Partnerships Division 
P.O. Box 8475 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-8475
	email:  dkripas@state.pa.us 
fax:  717-772-4363 
phone:  717-772-1282 
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/


SESSION 4:  Tips for Building Cooperation and 
Credibility with Local Government Officials
	Denise Brinley, Executive Assistant
PADEP
Community Revitalization & Local Government Support 
PO Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
	(717) 772-1698
 (717 -705-4980 
dbrinley@state.pa.us
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/
ocrlgs/cwp/view.asp?a=1459&q=518353


Denise M. Brinley is an Executive Assistant in DEP’s Office of Community Revitalization and Local Government Support.  In this capacity, she manages and coordinates community revitalization projects that large in scope, have the potential for statewide or national impact, or involve large scale investment from domestic or international groups.  Prior to this role, Ms. Brinley served as a Local Government Liaison in DEP’s Southcentral Regional Office.

Ms. Brinley has extensive experience in the private sector, where she worked environmental insurance underwriter and broker.  She specialized in brownfields redevelopment transactions, and provided customized environmental insurance solutions to real estate investment trusts and other property owners. 

Ms. Brinley also worked as a hydrogeologist in the environmental consulting industry, where she assisted clients with satisfying the transactional, legal and regulatory requirements by conducting environmental assessments and investigations for a wide variety of environmental projects.  She collaborated with regulatory agencies for sites seeking liability protection under various state programs.  

Ms. Brinley has a Bachelor of Arts in Geoscience from Franklin and Marshall College and a Master of Science in Geology from the University of Maryland at College Park.  She was recently named as a “Forty Under 40” leader in Central Pennsylvania.

SESSION 5:  Concurrent Sessions

Session 5A:  Operation and Maintenance of Stormwater Facilities
	Liz Feinberg, Watershed Programs Coordinator
Pennsylvania Environmental Council
Southeast Region
123 Chestnut Street, Suite 401
Philadelphia, PA 19106
	(215) 592-7020 x 113

(215) 592-7026  fax
(610) 212-2345  cell
lfeinberg@pecpa.org 
http://www.pecpa.org/



Liz Feinberg has worked in a consulting capacity for the past six years with several non-profit and government agencies including the Chester County Conservation District, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Pennsylvania Resources Council, and Pennsylvania Environmental Council.  In this capacity, Liz has worked on solid waste, watershed protection, and flood mitigation projects and initiatives.  Over the past 2 years, Liz has lead Pennsylvania Environmental Council's BMP Retrofit Demonstration Program working with municipalities on stormwater management.  Working with the Delaware Estuary Program, Liz assisted a dozen communities implement the Clean Water Partners program to reduce stormwater runoff pollution.  Liz’s previous experience includes ten years as an Environmental Planner for the Montgomery County, Maryland Department of Environmental Protection, where she developed and managed solid waste, recycling and water resource programs.  Liz holds a M.S. Environmental Science from Johns Hopkins University and a B.S. Environmental Science from University of Massachusetts, Amherst and has served on the Board of the Chester County Open Land Conservancy and currently serves on the Environmental Advisory Council in her home community of Tredyffrin Township. 
Session 5B:  Protect, Reconnect, Restore and Sustain: 
Conservation Activities of PA Trout Unlimited

	Fred Bohls, Regional Vice President

Trout Unlimited, Southcentral Region VP

3519 Ada Drive

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
	717-732-5050

fcfp@ix.netcom.com
http://www.patrout.org/



Fred’s mom introduced him to fishing as a kid.  She was an avid fisher.  Back then it was mostly 'pole' fishing and no one had any idea of conservation or limiting catch in numbers and minimum size.  Fred joined CVTU in the summer of 1989 and has served as Treasurer and President for several years; he has also chaired the Conservation and Water Quality Committee.  Fred’s efforts also brought several Growing Greener Grants to the chapter that funded several major restoration projects on streams in the Cumberland Valley.  In the mid 90's Fred helped CVTU buy it's second major tract of land on the Letort and currently is working to finish another major purchase -- with the help of a DCNR Grant.  He was at the fore-front in working with several developments on the Letort -- most notably the Home Depot project, as well as one on Trindle Springs Run.  Fred also serves on the Executive Committee of PA T. U. State Council as the South Central Regional Vice-President

In the early 90's Fred helped form the Concerned Anglers of Pennsylvania -- a group of angling organizations from several fishing interests that was committed to working with the PFBC on creel limits, seasons, size limits, etc. to again protect the state's angling resources. Not habitat, the aquatic resources.  The Coalition was successful with several endeavors -- most notably here the Big Bass Regulations on the Susquehanna, the current Bass seasons and Tournament regulations.  Currently Fred’s on the Work Group looking at the PFBC's Trout Management Policy and serves on the Board and as Treasurer of the Pa Fly Fishing Museum. 

Session 5C:  Emerging Findings on Nitrate Levels and What's New at USGS

	Dennis Low, Hydrogeologist
U.S. Geological Survey
 215 Limekiln Road
New Cumberland, PA 17070
	 (717) 730-6959
djlow@usgs.gov  

http://www.usgs.gov/
http://pa.water.usgs.gov/


Dennis Low is a Hydrologist with the U.S. Geological Survey.  He graduated from the University of Nebraska with both his Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees in Geology.  He has been a Certified Professional Geologist since 1995.  Dennis’ professional experience includes the collection and interpretation of groundwater data as well as water quality, descriptive hydrology, groundwater hydraulics and geology.  He has authored or co-authored twenty professional/scientific papers, journal articles and abstracts.  
USGS uses a multi-disciplinary approach to improving the health of PA citizens and to better the understanding of the environment of PA. Activities include development of a model to predict elevated arsenic levels in groundwater, study of relationship between non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and nitrate concentrations, evaluation of bacteria contamination and the possible beach closings at Presque Isle, and the potential impacts on the Chesapeake Bay of filling dams with sediment.  
USGS-PA StreamStats website (tool to delineate watersheds from any point on a mapped watercourse in Pennsylvania):
http://water.usgs.gov/osw/streamstats/pennsylvania.html

From home page click on "interactive map;" then zoom-in till streams are visible (you have to zoom-in fairly deep); using basin delineation tool, click on a point on stream and it will delineate upstream watershed.  Once watershed is delineated, use "basin characteristics" tool for information on the delineated watershed.

SESSION 6:  Putting “Water Words That Work to Work”--Exercises
Eric Eckl, Sr.

Director, Water Words that Work

See Session 1

Lunch June 18, 2008 – Update on Phase 2 Study Pharmaceuticals in PA Waters
	J. Kent Crawford
Water-Quality Specialist, U.S. Geological Survey

215 Limekiln Road

New Cumberland, PA  17070-2424
	Phone:  717-730-6909

Fax:  717-730-6997

crawford@usgs.gov
http://www.usgs.gov/
http://pa.water.usgs.gov/


Kent Crawford is the Water-Quality Specialist for the Pennsylvania Water Science Center of the U.S. Geological Survey. In that role, he is responsible for technical oversight and quality control of the water-quality program. He has over 30 years experience in a variety of water-quality projects including work on fish contaminant studies, ecological assessment of streams, and urban water-quality issues. His current research involves nutrient concentrations in streams and emerging contaminants.
Kent’s academic training is in fishery science and aquatic ecology. He received his B.S. from North Carolina State University and both an M.S. and Ph.D. from The Pennsylvania State University. 

SESSION 7 – PLENARY SESSION Case Study - Water System 
as a  Regional Watershed Advocate

	Paula Conolly, Source Water Protection Manager
Philadelphia Water Department, Office of Watersheds
1101 Market Street, 4th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107
	P: 215.208.3589
F: 215.685.6043
E: paula.conolly@phila.gov
http://www.phila.gov/water/


This talk will provide an overview of Philadelphia's Source Water Protection program, which aims to enhance, protect, and preserve the surface waters of the Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers to ensure a high quality and sustainable source of drinking water for future generations of Philadelphia residents. The talk will highlight keys to the program's success, including a regional watershed approach and strategic engagement of upstream partnerships.
Paula Conolly is the manager of the Source Water Protection program for the Philadelphia Water Department’s Office of Watersheds. Ms. Conolly specializes in watershed approaches to drinking water protection, water supplier adaptation to climate change, pharmaceuticals in surface waters, and land use planning for source water protection. Paula received an undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame in 1998.
SESSION 8 --  “Tips to Build a ‘State of the Art’ Watershed Collaboration with Municipal Officials & Water Suppliers”
Paula Conolly, Source Water Protection Manager, Philadelphia Water Department, Office of Watersheds

Crystal Gilchrist, Executive Director, Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy

Ed Knittel, Director of Events and Information Services, PA State Association of Boroughs

Dean Miller, Executive Director, Reading Area Water Authority

Scot Sample, Director of Public Works, Dushore Borough

James Wheeler, Director of Environmental Affairs, PA State Association of Township Supervisors

	Crystal Gordon Gilchrist, A.I.C.P.

Executive Director

Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy
1 Skippack Pike
Schwenksville, PA 19473
	(610)287-9383

cgilchrist@perkiomenwatershed.org
On the web:

http://www.perkiomenwatershed.org/


Crystal Gilchrist has been involved with a broad array of planning issues in southeastern Pennsylvania for more than 20 years. She has held positions as a Transportation and Community Planner with the Bucks County Planning Commission, Transportation Engineer with a private engineering firm and Director of Planning and Development for Lower Providence Township prior to accepting the position of Executive Director of the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy in Schwenksville in 2004. Crystal holds a BS in Geography from Penn State and a MS in Transportation Engineering from Villanova. 

As Executive Director for the PWC, Crystal works with business, community and government leaders and other property owners to enhance the sustainability of the natural areas associated with the Perkiomen Creek, identify and address water related issues affecting the 362 square mile Perkiomen Creek watershed and protect the water resources that are a principle element of the region’s economic prosperity.

	Edward J. Knittel

Director of Events and Information Services
Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs

2941 North Front Street

Harrisburg, Pa 17110
	717-236-9526 ext. 27

eknittel@boroughs.org
http://www.boroughs.org/




In excess of 25 years in municipal management with Boroughs and Townships throughout Pennsylvania, including 11 years as Camp Hill Borough Manager. 

Prior to joining Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs, served as an instructor for PSAB as well as for Pennsylvania’s Department of Community Affairs and the Department of Community and Economic Development. As a municipal manager secured in excess of 5 million dollars of grants for various communities.

A BA in Political Science/Economics, and a MA in Public Affairs from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 

Served as president of the Government Finance Officers Association of Central Pennsylvania, and as a member of the PSAB’s Economic Development Committee. Also had been a member of Association of Pennsylvania Municipal Managers, the International City/County Management Association and the American Public Works Association.

Ed resides with his family in Camp Hill Borough.

	Scot Sample, Superintendent of Public Works
Dushore Borough 

PO Box 248

Dushore

18614-0248 
	570-928-8020, 
email: dushwate@epix.net



Scot is the Superintendent of Public Works for Dushore Borough he has been in this position since 1999. Prior to this he was employed by the Borough as a wastewater treatment operator since 1992. He is a certified operator for both water and wastewater. As public works director he oversees daily operations of the water and wastewater systems and the street department. He also secures grants and funding for projects. 

Scot is a member representative to the Sullivan County Council of Governments. He is a director of the Northern Tier Solid Waste Authority. He is a past treasurer of the Sullivan County Agriculture Society.

Some projects Scot has been involved with are an expansion of the water system to serve a neighboring township. This project added almost two miles of water main a water tank and pump station. Sewer line rehabilitation projects to eliminate infiltration and inflow and rebuilding the wastewater treatment plant head works. Several street paving projects. The most recent project is a source water protection technical assistance program.  

	James Wheeler, Director of Environmental Affairs

PA State Assoc of Township Supervisors

4855 Woodland Drive
Enola, PA 17025
	jwheeler@psats.org
fax:  717-763-9732 
phone:  717-763-0930



James Wheeler, the Director of Environmental Affairs for the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors, has provided environmental policy research and implementation for member townships since 1991.  James serves on the state’s Sewage Advisory Committee, Solid Waste Advisory Committee, Small Water Systems Technical Advisory Committee, Storage Tank Advisory Committee, the DEP Chesapeake Bay Advisory Committee, and the U.S. EPA Chesapeake Bay Program’s Local Government Advisory Committee. He also manages and provides training for the PSATS CDL Program and oversees the Township Engineers Association and the Township Planning Association.  A native of Tennessee, James graduated from DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana. Married, he pursues a variety of outdoor recreational pursuits.

THE WREN TEAM:
	Sherene Hess, Project Director
Water Resources Education Network

275 Charles Street
Indiana, PA 15701
	(724) 465-4978
sherenehess@yourinter.net
http://wren.palwv.org
www.drinkingwaterwise.org


Sherene Hess is the Project Director of the Water Resources Education Network, a program of the League of Women Voters of PA Citizen Education Fund. Before joining WREN in February, 1999, Sherene served as the executive director of the Indiana County Solid Waste Authority and Recycling Center and also worked in environmental compliance in an industrial setting.

As the project director of WREN, Sherene oversees WREN’s grant funding programs, provides resource information, and coordinates training & networking meetings.  These activities are intended to support coalitions of informed citizens and local officials in their mission to bring awareness and knowledge to their community about their local water resources and the policies necessary to protect them.

Sherene received a BS from Pennsylvania State University in 1990 in Environmental Resources Management.  She is president of the League of Women Voters of Indiana County and is involved with her watershed association and other conservation groups in Indiana.  Sherene resides in Indiana, Pennsylvania.
	Edith D. Stevens, Communications Director
Water Resources Education Network

RR 1 Box 1550
Cresco, PA 18326
	(570) 839-8130

estevens@ptd.net
http://wren.palwv.org
www.drinkingwaterwise.org


As the Communications Director for the Water Resources Education Network (WREN), a project of the LWVPA CEF, Edie is the editor of Water Policy News and has designed and maintains the WREN website http://wren.palwv.org. Edie has also authored several publications that are now offered to Pennsylvania citizens through the WREN project, including the widely distributed Groundwater: A Primer for Pennsylvanians.

Edie’s contributions to resource protection include 24 years of service with the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Education Fund (LWVPA CEF.)  She has served on the LWVPA State Board from 1980 to 1989, as Land Use and Natural Resources Director, and as Vice-President from 1985-1989.  Currently and since 1989, Edie has served as the League’s Water Resources Specialist, responsible for educational and legislative activities related to water resources for the LWVPA. Currently and since 1994, Edie serves on the PA Department of Environmental Protection’s Water Resources Advisory Committee as a representative of the LWVPA and the public interest.  In the past, Edie has represented the LWVPA and the public interest on DEP’s Special Protection Waters Regulatory Negotiation Committee and the Deep Mine Mediation Project (1985-89).  Edie also has been the member representing New York and then Pennsylvania of the Inter-league Council of the Delaware River Basin, which developed and implemented League policy relevant to the Delaware River watershed.

Edie has been the recipient of numerous awards including the Brodhead Watershed Association “Exceptional Value” Award for her commitment, dedication, and continuing efforts to promote watershed education and groundwater protection both locally and throughout Pennsylvania.  In 1991, the National Association of Water Companies, Pennsylvania Chapter awarded the James McGirr Kelly Annual Award to Edie. 

In 1997, the Groundwater Foundation established the Edith Stevens Groundwater Educator Award to recognize educators who understand the importance of groundwater, motivate others to protect groundwater, and lead by personal example. Edie received the first award at the 1997 "Priming the Pump" water educators’ conference in Chicago, Illinois.
	Julie A. Kollar, Program Manager, Source Water Protection Promotion, Water Resources Education Network League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania
116 Chestnut Lane

North Wales, PA 19454
	(267) 468-0555

juliekwren@verizon.net
www.drinkingwaterwise.org


Julie Kollar is the Program Manager for Source Water Protection Promotion Program with the Water Resources Education Network (WREN), a project of The League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Education Fund (LWV-CEF). 

In 2001, PADEP selected WREN to develop the Source Water Protection Promotion Program, to promote development of local voluntary public drinking water protection programs throughout Pennsylvania.  Julie came on board in September 2001 as the first Source Water Protection Program Manager. The goal of the effort is to build awareness and encourage local Pennsylvania communities to voluntarily implement drinking water protection in a practical, sustainable way for both groundwater and surface water sources of public water supplies. 
In addition to conducting Source Water Protection workshops and speaking about the need to incorporate SWP initiatives to groups, Julie has developed WREN’s Source Water Protection Toolkit, as well as WREN’s www.drinkingwaterwise.org  website which features helpful information about drinking water protection. 

Before working for WREN, Julie was the founder of the Horsham Township Environmental Advisory Council in 1998, and served as its Chair until moving to the WREN project in 2001.  Under her leadership, the Township won a $50,000 Source Water Protection Grant for the local Water Authority to conduct wellhead protection, three Growing Greener grants for riparian restoration projects, assisted in the rewrite of the township’s zoning code to provide environmental resource protection for the first time, and won numerous awards for watershed work by leveraging the energetic efforts of hundreds of volunteers in the community and school district. 

Previously, Julie served as a national accounts manager with an information technology disaster recovery company in Philadelphia, working with Fortune 100 firms to implement contingency and disaster recovery strategies. She also served as Branch Manager for 8 years with a major computer firm, supervising a team of national account sales and technical support people.  Julie has a B.A. in International Studies and Economics from Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA, and now resides in Montgomery County, PA. 
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