Small Water Systems Get New Help with Source Water Protection
Thanks to a recent change in guidelines for DEP’s SWPTAP (Source Water Protection Technical Assistance Program), small community water systems (those serving less than 1000 people) can now get SWPTAP help to develop a Source Water Protection program.  

SWPTAP has helped many larger Pennsylvania water suppliers develop protection programs, primarily by developing maps that rigorously delineate key source water areas and identifying major threats to drinking water sources.  SWPTAP also provides guidance on best ways to share information and move forward with their communities on protecting source water areas.    Similar assistance is now available for smaller systems. 

Although source water protection is a voluntary program, water systems that have entered into SWPTAP appreciate the focus on maintaining clean source waters to help offset rising treatment costs and stricter regulations.  
The new funding for small systems is limited and must be committed by June 30.  Small systems that want to benefit from the program should immediately call their DEP Regional Source Water Coordinator below, or John Van Zant (DEP Central Office) at 717-772-4048.

DEP Regional Source Water Protection Contacts:
Southwest Region - Tom McCaffrey (412) 442-4302, Email: tmccaffrey@state.pa.us
Northwest Region - Ron Lybrook (814) 332-6945, Email: rlybrook@state.pa.us
North Central Region - Mark Stephens (570) 830-3101, Email: mstephens@state.pa.us
South East Region - Michelle Clark (484) 250-5117, Email: miclark@state.pa.us
South Central Region - Derrick Havice (717) 705-4152, Email: dhavice@state.pa.us
North East Region -  Andrew Augustine (570) 826-2511, Email: aaugustine@state.pa.us
SWPTAP continues the effort begun years ago by WREN, PA Rural Water Association, and the DEP SWP Grants program to develop Source Water Protection Plans by offering a basket of technical services. 

 

