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SOURCE WATER PROTECTION:

Developing a Plan that Works for YOU



SWP | What Is Source Water Protection?

Taking proactive measures to 
prevent the pollution of lakes, 
rivers, streams and groundwater 
that serve as sources of drinking 
water.

Wellhead Protection is another 
frequently used term for 
groundwater sources.



SWP | Why have Source Water Protection?

× The most cost-effective method to ensure 

safe drinking water is to protect the 

source from contamination.

× Treatment alone cannot always be 

successful in removing all contaminants.

× Improve public perception of the 

safety of drinking water.

× Because safe drinking water is 

essential to the public health and 

economic well-being of 

communities.



SWP | Who Ultimately Protects the Source?

THE COMMUNITY



SWP | Why Have a SWP Plan?

SWPTAP = Source Water Protection Technical Assistance 

Program, funded by the Dept of Environmental 

Protection

Our goal is to assist you in developing a plan that:

VDelineates the protection zones

VPoints out possible contamination issues

VProvides some help with education and information for 

your customers

V Improves water quality through local management 

practices

VUnderstandable and practical

Basicallyé.what works for your water system!



SWP | Developing a Source Water Protection Plan

5 Step Process
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Implement the Plan!

1. Form a steering committee.

2. Delineate protection areas.

3. Identify & prioritize potential 

contaminant sources.

4. Choose management & 

protection strategies.

5. Plan for the future.



SWP | STEP 1: Steering Committee

Advisory group for water system ï

makes suggestions for protection plan and offers 

different perspectives for improvements.

Provides local knowledge and conveys 

source water protection information 

back to community/constituents.

Long-term goal: keep committee 

together to assist with implementing 

the plan.



SWP | Steering Committee

Select a diverse group of people with 

different perspectives who have an 

interest in maintaining a healthy water 

supply:

× Planning Commission

× Conservation District

× Environmental Advisory Council

× Local Industry

×Watershed Associations

× Educators

× Farmers

×Municipal Officials



SWP | Steering Committee

BTWS Steering Committee Members

×Water Department

× Environmental Advisory Council

× County & Municipal Planning Commission

×Municipal Building Department

×Municipal Zoning/Watershed Officer

×Water & Sewer Commission

× Conservation District

× Farmer

× Consultant



SWP | STOP and THINKé.

Who would be some 

key groups or 

stakeholders in your 

community that could 

be on the Steering 

Committee?



SWP | STEP 2: Delineation of Protection Areas

üScientific/technical 

portion of plan

üWhere does the water 

come from?

üUse computer model, 

field data, GIS

ü Protection zone 

delineations for 

groundwater or surface 

water sources



SWP | Water Sources ïBuckingham Township

Lahaska

Buckingham

Village

Cold Springs

Fieldstone

Furlong



SWP | A 3-D Look at the Water Sources

Buckingham Twp.



SWP | A Slice of Geology



SWP | A 3-D Look at the Water Sources

CITY OF ALLENTOWN


