Riparian Buffer Enhancement Opportunities within City of Allentown Parks
Follow-up to 5/27/09 field visits

Little Lehigh Parkway along Keystone Ave:

Site Conditions: 

· A riparian buffer exists that is managed through mowing three times a year.

· There are no educational signs posted at this site.

Management Recommendations:

· Increase buffer width

· Mow twice a year rather than three times a year.  Assess the site at the end of the growing season and make adjustments to the mowing schedule if needed.
· Consider educational signage.
· Continue letting vegetation grow along the stream banks with no management with weed-whacker.

Recommendations have been implemented.  
Little Lehigh Parkway:

Site Conditions: 

· A riparian buffer exists throughout the park.  Buffer is mowed approximately three times a year.

·  There are no educational signs posted at this site.

Management Recommendations:

· Widen buffer where feasible, especially in open areas where path leads away from the stream and creates a low traffic area in floodplain.

· Consider educational signage.

· Continue letting vegetation grow along the stream banks with no management with weed-whacker.

· Consider mowing twice year; make adjustments as needed.

The no mow buffer is wider in most areas.  Sections of the buffer could still be improved.
Hump Bridge:

Site Conditions: 

· Existing buffer is in good condition.  Mowing appears to be less frequent than buffer within Lehigh Parkway.

Management Recommendations:

· Widen buffer to tree line where feasible

The no mow buffer is wider in most areas.  Sections of the buffer could still be improved.
Martin Luther King Blvd:

Site Conditions: 

· Narrow buffer exists within ball park. Mowing is infrequent.
· Geese appear to be a problem in the park; there is no wildlife competition to reduce geese population.

· There are no educational signs posted at this site.

Management Recommendations:

· Widen riparian buffer to tree line where feasible.

· A wider buffer will discourage geese. Access pathways through the buffer to the water should zigzag instead of being straight lines. 
· Continue with current mowing schedule (mowing appears to be less than three times a year).

No recommendations have been implemented.

Trout Creek Park:
Site Conditions: 

· Heavily used main park area lacks riparian buffer, many Streambanks are muddy and unattractive

· Majority of existing buffer is the invasive Japanese knotweed.

· There are no educational signs posted at this site.

Management Recommendations:

· Widen riparian buffer to tree line where feasible; mow buffer twice a year and adjust if needed.

· The large stands of knotweed should be mowed as part of the buffer management.  Assess the success at the end of the growing season: any impact to knotweed growth?  Adjust management as needed.  

Note: Mowing will not eliminate knotweed, but may hinder its spread.  Knotweed can spread through its roots or broken stems.  Knotweed should be cut with sicklebar to slice stem vs. chopping it up by a mower.
· Consider educational signage.

· Allow vegetation to grow throughout drainage of culvert.  Mowing does not need to happen in this section unless necessary.
· Note—the aesthetics of this park could be improved considerably through better streamside management practices.

Recommendations have been implemented.  Sections of the buffer could be wider.

Trout Creek East:

Site Conditions: 

· The majority of stream bank vegetation is Japanese knotweed. Eradication of the knotweed would be a large undertaking, and for now should be left as is. It may be worth discussing the knotweed issue with this park’s staff so that they can work to prevent it from spreading any further. 

· Stream restoration needs exist throughout the site: Sections throughout the stream reach are eroded; concrete from a failed trussle is restricting flow.

· Mowing is occurring close to stream edge in some sections
Management Recommendations:

· Potential for stream restoration project to repair eroded stream banks and manage knotweed.

· Opportunity for urban revitalization project: DCNR C2P2 grant program possibilities.

· Widen riparian buffer.  

· Consider educational signage.
The no mow buffer is wider in most areas.  Sections of the buffer could still be improved.
Trout Creek Park (near Humane Society):

Site Conditions: 

· A wide riparian buffer exists throughout the site.  

· Many acres of grass being mowed.
· Knotweed is growing in small sections along stream side.

Management Recommendations:

· Widen riparian buffer; this can be done gradually to prevent phone calls from neighbors: For example: gradually increase mowed grass height or decrease amount of mowing.  Some sections could be widened to existing tree row.

· This would be a good place for the 3-teired vegetation height we discussed (the effect being that vegetation height gradually increases as you get closer to the water).
The no mow buffer is wider in most areas.  Sections of the buffer could still be improved.
Jordan Creek Park:

Site Conditions: 

· Stream is channelized by walls on either side of stream.
· Park lacks a riparian buffer throughout most of the site.  Road is very close to stream banks in some sections.
Management Recommendations::
· Widen buffer where feasible, especially on the lowlands.
· Plant trees to provide shade to stream where channelized.

No recommendations have been implemented.
Allentown Golf Course:

Site Conditions: 

· Riparian buffer is established throughout site but is narrow in many places.

· Thick plastic matting is found throughout the site along the stream banks.

· Stream intermittent; receives a lot of runoff.

Management Recommendations:

· Widen riparian buffer to tree row where feasible to filter runoff.

· Remove plastic matting; A wider buffer will anchor the banks and replace the failed matting.

· Note—we will be making another visit to the golf course on June 3rd in order to develop more detailed recommendations.
Before the no mow campaign, management was interested in mowing the buffer vegetation beneath the tree line.  There may need to be discussions on the importance of continuing the practice of not mowing along the stream.
Union Terrace: 

Site Conditions: 

· Lacking riparian buffer; stream banks are closely mowed and appear to be managed by weed-whacking.

· Riprap was installed near bridge.
· Stream banks are eroded in several sections.

Management Recommendations:

· Discontinue mowing to establish a vegetated buffer wherever possible along streams, pond, and lowlands.

· Discontinue weed-wacking along stream banks.

· Due to the way this park is used there are areas along the stream where allowing vegetation to grow may not be feasible. Consider whether or not grass could at least be maintained at a foot high or, better would be to plant some low growing flowering shrubs along the creek.  

No recommendations have been implemented.

Trexler Park:

Site Conditions: 
      -
Beautiful park, obviously much loved by residents, a model for other parks

· Model for riparian buffers and natural areas in lowlands.

· Mowing many acres of meadows as lawn landscape.

Management Recommendations:

· Decrease acres being mowed or decrease frequency of mowing in some areas.

Trexler Park is a model for riparian buffers in a park setting.  No changes are expected this year.
