East Fallowfield Rain Garden Planting Project

Planting Day

Saturday, May 15, 2010

The East Fallowfield Rain Garden Planting Workshop in the community park was a great success, with a lot of camaraderie among the participants. We enjoyed a 75 degree, cloudless day and the ground in the basin was soft from a nice rain the night before. Over 30 attendees of all ages came who had heard about the workshop through various ways: fliers sent home with the elementary and middle school children; articles in local papers and fliers hung up around the township.

The rain garden basin is 75' x 35' and in four hours the group completed the entire garden—filling it with native trees, shrubs, grasses and perennials from two local nurseries, Arbor Glen and North Creek, and then mulching it with composted leaf mold. At 9 AM as people began to arrive, Bill Harker, the workshop leader who is a landscaper specializing in native plants, personally gave each person or family an overview and brief tutorial about the characteristics of the different plants and proper planting technique and then put them to work. By 10 AM, a large enough group had assembled, and Bill gave his full talk about the benefits, purpose and planning of rain gardens. After planting resumed, Bill spent lots of time answering individual questions people had about their home landscapes. There was even time to finish planting a smaller basin with perennials and grasses. 

This combination of hands-on demonstration and clear, concise explanations appropriate to all ages was crucial to the day's success. The other factor contributing to a smooth, fun day was all the work done in the days leading up to the event, including digging holes with an auger, having all the tools ready, the plants laid out according to the design and the mulch delivered. 

At the end, participants were happy to walk away with their free "perennial" thank you gift. Many participants said they would like to create rain gardens in their own yards and asked to be contacted about future events. The organizers felt pleased that not only was valuable information exchanged but that the community is starting to come together around important environmental issues that can be addressed at the local level.

