TO:  
Water Resources Education Network

RE:
FINAL REPORT:  Making the News:  Project Clean Sweep

DATE:
September 14, 2004

This report summarizes the project MAKING THE NEWS: PROJECT CLEAN SWEEP, conducted by Lake Erie-Allegheny Earth Force in conjunction with its high school division, JR PLEWA (Junior PA Lake Erie Watershed Association) and other partners, from July, 2003 through June 2004. JR PLEWA, a high school watershed association and the only one of its kind in Pennsylvania, is a coalition of high school environmental clubs located in the individual high schools and/or watersheds in the area.  It was founded by students from Villa Maria Academy and Strong Vincent High School in 2001, and now has membership representing eight schools/groups:  Strong Vincent High School, Villa Maria Academy, Northwest PA Collegiate Academy, McDowell High School, Baker Creek Watershed Association, Gannon University, Asbury Woods Explorer Post 808, and Harborcreek Youth Services.  JR PLEWA is recognized as a very active force in the area, and members are gaining the respect and notice of their adult counterparts as they make regular reports at meetings and report in the semi-annual Journal of the PA Lake Erie Watershed Association.  They are demonstrating that young people can make a real difference. 
The deliverables for this grant were 

1) Conduct student-led watershed assessments and devise an action plan for one of the sites which seeks to decrease nonpoint source pollution
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Design and distribute newspaper insert
3) Conduct teacher workshop using the insert
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JR PLEWA CIGARETTE BUTT CAMPAIGN:  The first deliverable was fulfilled by the JR PLEWA Cigarette Butt Campaign.  This campaign, originally 

[image: image3.jpg]




designed as a one-year project, has become an on-going effort to reduce pollution from cigarette butts carelessly dropped on the ground in the bay front area near State Street.  This project is largely one of public education.  It is built upon an awareness campaign stemming from a cigarette butt collection which had been conducted previously in the spring of 2003.  

During July the group held a two-day planning session to outline goals, objectives and procedures for their Cigarette Butt Campaign – “Keep Em Outta the Bay – Throw Them Butts in a Tray” and to define their role in Clean Sweep.
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In September they promoted their Cigarette Butt Campaign at Coastal Connections, a watershed event promoted by PA Sea Grant. In October they presented a workshop; at the 4th annual PA Watershed Conference and Student Summit in Grantsville, PA. They prepared a power point presentation, display board and introduced the static window cling they have designed for businesses and the personal ashtrays which are available to smokers from R.J. Reynolds, Company.
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In November presentations were made at the PLEWA General Membership Annual Meeting and the Kiwanis Club. They prepared a letter requesting businesses to display the static window clings that they had designed (copy enclosed) and purchase an outside smoker station.  In early December they distributed static window clings and order forms for outdoor smoker stations to businesses.  
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Several of the businesses agreed to make the personal ashtrays available to their customers, and two have installed the outdoor smoking stations.  A Press Conference announcing the campaign was hosted by an area restaurant, Molly Brannigan’s.  

Students were invited to share their concerns with the employees of Erie Insurance Group, the largest employer in the Erie area.  They set up displays and distributed information during the lunch break for two days in July.  Handouts were developed for this purpose to specifically discuss nonpoint pollution sources that could be addressed at home.  In addition to the Cigarette Butt campaign topic, others included De-Tox Your Home with these Easy Alternatives, 10 Steps to a Bay Friendly Lawn, Scoop the Poop, and 5 Simple Actions. . . Can make a world of difference.  Copies of these handouts are attached to this report.

NEWSPAPER INSERT:  The second deliverable, the preparation and dissemination of a sixteen page newspaper insert, is the direct result of Project Clean Sweep.  This local project involves participation in the International Coastal Clean-up the analysis of data collected, then the design and implementation of an Earth Force project and the creation of a 16 page insert for the Times News on watersheds and non-point sources of pollution. 


They also met with representatives from the Times News in Education, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Waste Management and Lake Erie-Allegheny Earth Force to assist in planning the Newspaper in Education insert (NIE).  Subsequently, JR PLEWA members submitted numerous articles, photographs and games for possible inclusion in the publication, some of which did make it past the editorials board and into the insert. which was distributed to 90,000 readers in April.  A copy of this insert is enclosed with this report.

TEACHER WORKSHOP  A teacher workshop, the third deliverable, was held November 18, 2003 at Glinodo Center using a one-page insert from Erie Times-News in Education and a compilation of the data for the International Coastal Cleanup.  This workshop, attended by eleven educators, mainly science and social studies teachers in local middle schools, reviewed the information gleaned from the ICC in terms of the nature of litter that was found and where it was found, then examined various PA Academic Standards and how the ICC data could be used to address the standards.  While the emphasis was on standards in Environment and Ecology, standards in Reading, Writing, Listening and Thinking, and Social Studies were also emphasized.  A copy of the insert, and a sampling of the handouts used for the workshop are enclosed.  

EVALUATION

The three deliverables for this project were attained. 

Cigarette Butt Campaign – JR PLEWA:  The response from businesses has been quite positive.  Now, more than six months after the request to them, businesses are still displaying the static clings and many have made disposal containers available outside their businesses.  More than 5,000 individuals at Erie Insurance were exposed to the idea of greater care for disposal of cigarette butts.  Over 10,000 disposable ashtrays have been distributed with the verbal request that they be used rather than throwing the butts on the ground.  Further, the group has decided to continue this project, to get additional persons involved in it, and to continue their efforts to encourage the City of Erie to enforce laws already on the books regarding this type of littering.

Sixteen Page Newspaper Insert – The insert was developed and printed as planned.  It was distributed to over 90,000 people in the Erie area.  It has been used in local classrooms and also by Lake Erie-Allegheny Earth Force in various teacher workshops that have been held since it was published in the spring of 2004.  While the JR PLEWA students had a great deal of input in the overall content and design of the flyer, they were disappointed more of the articles that they submitted were not included in the final product.  Because the insert was so popular, it was decided that it should continue, but this coming year, it was decided that rather than do a single large insert, the insert would be published as twelve full-page sheets, one each month.  In this way the information would be before the public in a more continual manner, could be addressed thematically, and would possibly generate greater interest in preparation for the next ICC.  Funding for next year’s printing has been secured by Times News in Education through PA Coastal Zone Management.

Teacher Workshop – In preparation for the workshop, many hours were put into codifying the data gathered at the International Coastal Cleanup.  Not only was this data useful for this particular workshop, it became the springboard for at least ten action projects undertaken by Earth Force groups in the region.  The materials prepared for this workshop have been used subsequently in at least two other workshops and have become part of an expanding file of modules that are made available to educators who wish to undertake Earth Force projects.  On September 18 Lake Erie-Allegheny Earth Force will again participate in the International Coastal Cleanup and will again encourage educators to follow-up with action projects.  The materials generated for this workshop will be made available for educators who want them to use in the classroom to guide their projects.

JR PLEWA YOUTH PARTICIPATED IN THE INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP.  DATA COLLECTED FROM THE CLEANUP WAS USED TO GENERATE EARTH FORCE PROJECTS IN 8-10 ERIE COUNTY SCHOOLS/ORGANIZATIONS.  





ALISON PHILLIPS AND TODD NUNES PARTICIPATED IN THE CIGARETTE BUTT COLLECTION WHICH SPARKED THE PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN. MORE THAN 12,000 WERE PICKED UP IN 5 HOURS BY SIX PEOPLE ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE COLLECTION!    





JR PLEWA HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE TO PROMOTE THE CIGARETTE BUTT CAMPAIGN.








JR PLEWA YOUTH PRESENTED THEIR FINDINGS TO THE CITY COUNCIL AND CHALLENGED THE COUNCIL TO IMPROVE ENFORCEMENT OF LITTERING LAWS.











