Homeowners Association Technical Assistance- Schuylkill River Watershed

Suggested Talking Points


Listed below are some of the benefits of working with our team on reviewing current land management practices and stormwater detention facilities maintenance

· Lowering de-silting costs (basins)

· Reduction in  use of chemicals, fertilizers, herbicides (ecological and cost benefits)

· Increase birds and butterflies (converting mown turf to natural areas)

· Presenting a ‘greener’ image – reducing carbon footprint

· Improve seasonal interest – variety of textures and flowers which could be used to when re-vegetating areas currently mown.

· Increase efficiency of the detention basins

· Recognition that association is working with conservation organizations (might have some sort of official recognition program)

· Potential options for funding identified.

· Lower overall maintenance costs (especially w/regard to mowing)

· Ability to shift money spent on mowing to increasing vegetation, and native plants within property.

· Increased access to other groups (regulatory agencies, watershed groups, municipal officials, experts in ecological restoration etc…)

· Increased opportunity for homeowner education on environmental issues

Here are some other statistics that could be helpful when speaking to association members or boards.

The Value of Trees 
(From USDA Forest Service NA-IN -02-04 Urban and Community Forestry Appreciation Tool Kit)
· Landscaping, especially with trees, can significantly increase property values.  
· Trees reduce runoff and erosion from storms by about 7% and reduce the need for erosion control structures.  

· Amenity and comfort ratings were about 80% higher for a tree-lined sidewalk compared with those for a non-shaded street.

· The net cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is equivalent to 10 room-size air conditioners operating 20 hours per day.

· Trees properly placed around buildings as windbreaks can save up to 25% on winter heating costs.

· As few as three trees properly positioned can save the average household between $100 and $250 annually in energy costs.

· Leafy tree canopies catch precipitation before it reaches the ground, allowing some of it to gently drip and the rest to evaporate. This lessens the force of storms and reduces runoff and erosion.  Research indicates that 100 mature tree crowns intercept about 100,000 gallons of rainfall per year, reducing runoff and providing cleaner water.

Lawn and Basin Management Costs 
(statistics provided by Denny Metz)

· Mowing costs can range from $50.00 to $75.00 per acre depending on how dense the sides of the basin are planted.

· Chemical costs for pre/post emergence herbicide average around $125.00 to $140.00 per acre.

· Fertilizer applications run about $150.00 per acre (based on 2 applications at 3lb of nitrogen per 1000 square feet).
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