MAWA EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAM
MAWA’s educational outreach program began very simply in 1999, with a call from a teacher at one of the area Elementary Schools requesting that we do a presentation for Family Night at the school.  Later that same year, MAWA received a call from the area High School requesting a presentation on source water protection for one of their science classes.  We made presentations at both of the schools.  Following these presentations, we decided to put together an annual presentation to take place during AWWA’s National Drinking Water Week.  

We launched the program in May 2000.  Armed only with some wonderful booklets published by American Water Works Association, called “The Story of Drinking Water”, and a few handout materials, we made presentations to the sixth grade classes at four elementary schools in the Crawford Central School District within our distribution area.  The presentations were very well received.  Following our presentations, we received a thank you from each of the sixth grade students at one of the schools.  These notes were in the form of water drops with pictures on them of what the kids had learned in our program.  From this, we learned that, a) the kids had actually learned some valuable things from our program, and b) the kids’ drawings on the thank you notes were so good, that they became the inspiration for us to incorporate a poster contest that would coincide with our Water Week Presentations. 

In our 2001 presentations, we used a groundwater model that we borrowed from the Department of Environmental Protection so that we could visually demonstrate many concepts about groundwater which we had only been able to discuss the year before.  The kids loved it!  And we launched our first poster contest.  The poster contest was very successful with a high rate of participation from the kids and really wonderful posters.  We held an awards ceremony at the Meadville Public Library where we presented twelve poster contest winners with prize packages comprised of gift certificates and t-shirts that were largely donated by area businesses.  The posters were displayed at the library for two weeks and were also displayed on the Crawford Central educational television channel for approximately one month.  
Our program has continued to grow.  Last year (our fourth year), we presented to six elementary schools in the area, and with the assistance of grants received from Water Resources Education Network (WREN) we have purchased our own groundwater model.  We have also added a watershed model to our visual aids.  With these models, the kids benefit so much in better understanding the concepts of source water protection.  In addition, our staff has constructed models that help the students better understand the distribution process involved in getting potable water from the ground and into the homes and businesses.  We have continued the poster contest annually and have had approximately 200 posters submitted each year.  In the last two years, the poster contest was held at the Downtown Mall in Meadville who graciously afforded us with space to display the posters for two weeks.  We have found that the parental and teacher support have grown significantly each year and our turn out for awards ceremony continues to climb.  Our prize packages for the poster winners have also grown through the very generous contributions of more area businesses that support us in our source water protection educational outreach.
In addition to the school presentations, in 2004 we developed a brochure addressing source water protection and conservation that was mailed with our monthly bills to all of our customers.  MAWA was also able to donate educational materials, including a tap water kit, to the Meadville Public Library.  Both of these educational efforts were made possible through the grant received through WREN.

Through a grant from WREN that we received this year, and in partnership with Meadville Area Partners Promoting Drinking Water Source Protection, we plan to develop our educational outreach program to reach the middle school and the high school and we will be adding another elementary school to our presentation schedule.  We plan to develop a tour that will spend half a day learning about Watershed protection at the French Creek Project site and a half day learning about drinking water (groundwater) protection at our site.  We are also developing a coloring book that will present these topics to grades K-3 and can be distributed at the time of our various presentations.  
Our educational outreach efforts have been very successful and we hope to see them continue and grow.  We would not have achieved this level of success without the support of MAWA’s Board of Directors, the educators at Crawford Central School District and Seton School, the assistance of grants from WREN and the many others who contributed through sponsorship of our program.
