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Description of the project accomplishments:

The newspaper insert “Pike County: Where People, Land and Water Meet, A Citizens Guide to Clean Water” was a successful project in that it is graphically appealing, easy to read and focuses on easy steps residents can take to reduce non-point source pollution and get involved in water resource protection individually and on the community-level. The insert educates and provides useful information on Pike County’s exceptional water resources and the importance of these resources to our communities. 
Most of the content for the insert came from a previously funded League of Women Voters Water Resources Education Network 2003 grant production of Pike County: Where People, Land and Water Meet, A Citizens Guide to Clean Water (the Guide). By utilizing this information and contracting with a graphic artist along with the great support from our project partners, the Delaware Highlands Conservancy and Delaware Township Supervisors, the design process seemed unproblematic. In the past few years, the District has produced a number of printed pieces and has worked with a number of local printers and each time we learn something new. For this reason we feel that it is extremely important to be specific and clear in what the expectations of the final project should look like when speaking with print shops and if possible hire a graphic artist to assist in these discussions. 
11,000 copies of the insert were distributed through the two local newspapers the beginning of April 2008. The newspaper editors were helpful and interested in the project which also made the process go smoothly. The District also distributed the insert at our local Earth Day festival, through our annual municipal visits and to the larger community associations – all with great reviews. 
Evaluating the Project  

The hardest part of designing the project was coming up with an idea for “evaluation.”  After much discussion, it was decided to have the evaluation on the website as well as available at the project partners’ offices which were located throughout the county. This option was chosen because it used less space on the insert - providing space on the back page for not only contact information for environmental concerns within the county, but contact information and promotion of the project partners.  The notification on the back page would alert readers for a chance to win prizes by completing and submitting an evaluation form. The project coordinator and project partners were able to provide incentives for those who participated in the evaluation which proved to be very effective. I think without the incentives the evaluation results would have been extremely limited.  In reviewing the evaluation results it seems that most of the respondents are aware of or in the process of learning about ways to protect the water resources. A copy of the evaluation and the results of the completed evaluations are included with this report.
If we had to do the evaluation portion again, we would probably include costs to produce and insert a postage paid postcard evaluation with the insert that could be submitted. The extra step of going to the website or stopping by one of the partners offices may have been a step too many for people to participate in the survey.  
Continuation of the project
Overall the project was a great success. The District and project partners intend to continue utilizing the insert with outreach activities including educational programs with students, community associations and general audiences and distribution points throughout the County. By providing this information to the public and targeted audiences we anticipate increasing awareness and engaging citizens in water resource conservation in areas under pressure from land development throughout Pike County. The District is currently looking for funding to produce additional copies.  
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