November 18, 2008
Kathleen Porter, Project Assistant

Water Resources Education Network

899 Fairman Avenue

Indiana, PA  15701

Dear Kathleen:

Please find enclosed our final report for the 2007/2008 WREN project “Stormwater Management /Source Water Protection for Marple Township and Swarthmore Borough”.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  

Sincerely,

Mario Cimino
Eastern Regional Director
Pennsylvania Resource Council, Inc.

3606 Providence Rd.

Newtown Square, PA 19073

Phone: 610-353-1555 ext. 221
Email: cimino@prc.org

League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania

Citizen Education Fund (LWVPA CEF)

Water Resources Education Fund (WREN)

Final Report

November 18, 2008
The Pennsylvania Resources Council, Inc, has partnered with the Delaware County Conservation District, Swarthmore Borough and Marple Township to present a series of Rain Barrel/Rain Garden Stormwater Management programs to township residents. The workshops were intended to introduce residents to the concept of using rain barrels and rain gardens to manage stormwater. 

Project Accomplishments:

· The first public workshop was conducted on October 2nd at PRC. A total of 26 people participated, the majority from Swarthmore Borough. The workshop included a tour of the PRC rain garden and a description of its function, construction and maintenance requirements, followed by a slide show presentation on watershed issues, stormwater management and the use of rainbarrels and rain gardens to address those issues.  A question and answer session followed the presentation and at the end of the program twenty-two participants claimed their vouchers for rain barrels.  It is expected that the remaining participants will claim their vouchers in the spring at the start of a new gardening season

· Plans were made for the next workshop.  In order to maximize the number of participants who can receive rain barrels under the current level of grant funding, the plans are to conduct a “make and take” rain barrel workshop that will include the information of the first workshop, plus a demonstration on the construction of rain barrels from a variety of plastic drums or cans.  Plastic drums and fittings will be available for participants who wish to build their own rain barrels.  This workshop will take place in early spring.
· The second rainbarrel workshop was held at PRC’s Environmental Living Demonstration Center on April 3, 2008.  Fifteen residents participated ill be scheduled in the spring.  As noted above, this workshop was presented as a “make and take” event in which the construction of various types of rainbarrels was demonstrated in PRC’s Rain Garden.  Participants were given fittings for making their own rain barrel, and clean 55 gallon plastic drums were offered to participants who needed them.  Four participants requested a drum.
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Continuation of Project:

PRC has an ongoing adult education program which includes Rainbarrel/Rain Garden classes at the Environmental Living Demonstration Center in Edgmont, PA and in other locations throughout the region.  This WREN-funded project has been leveraged to obtain additional funding in from the PADEP Environmental Education Grant program, in partnership with Delaware County Conservation District for additional rainbarrel workshops throughout Delaware County in 2008-09.  PRC is continuing to seek additional funding to bring rainbarrel classes and other education programming on water resource issues to new audiences in our service areas.
Evaluation:

1. The 41 residents participating in these programs have been provided with the necessary information and tools to use rainbarrels and rain gardens as a stormwater best management practice on their properties, and to demonstrate these technologies to their neighbors.  To have a watershed-wide impact, these technologies will need to become commonly accepted by residents.

2. Citizen and public awareness has been increased through the workshop participants and the word-of-mouth publicity for the stormwater management value of rainbarrels to others in their neighborhoods.  For this type of household stormwater management best management practice to have a substantial impact on the health of a given watershed, this early adoption needs to be leveraged to reach a critical mass of residents who will implement these technologies in the future.  With this in mind, PRC will emphasize the number of residents reached with the education component of our programming and provide each participant with the technical know-how to create and install a rainbarrel and rain garden, as we did in  our second workshop.  We will deemphasize providing the actual rainbarrels as the cost for this limits the number of residents reached and hence limits the publicity garnered for adoption of the technologies on the widespread basis to have a substantial impact on watershed health.

3. N/A

4. N/A

5. N/A    

Budget Worksheet:  
Attached with invoices.
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PENNSYLVANIA RESOURCES COUNCIL

3606 Providence Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073

610-353-1555  610-353-6257 (fax)

	Expenses incurred for

2007-2008 WREN Grant



	Stormwater Management/Source Water Protection for 

Marple Township and Swarthmore Borough


Statement Date

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	10-2-07


	One Stormwater/ Rainbarrel workshop conducted for Marple/Swarthmore residents


	$400.00



	
	
	Balance

	
	
	$400.00


Charged to 2007-2008 WREN grant
PENNSYLVANIA RESOURCES COUNCIL

3606 Providence Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073

610-353-1555  610-353-6257 (fax)

	Expenses incurred for

2007-2008 WREN Grant



	Stormwater Management/Source Water Protection for 

Marple Township and Swarthmore Borough


Statement Date

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	4-3-08


	One Stormwater/ Rainbarrel workshop conducted for Marple/Swarthmore and other Delaware County residents


	$400.00



	
	
	Balance

	
	
	$400.00


Charged to 2007-2008 WREN grant
