WREN Combined Interim/Final Report

for Riverside Center for Innovation DBA

River Alert Information Network (RAIN)

The following report encompasses the interim and final report due to the fact that our goals have been accomplished before the December 7th deadline. Our initial goals were to hold three events strategically located within the region to promote the River Alert Information Network’s (RAIN) goals of establishing an early warning spill detection system on the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Youghiogheny rivers. To our own surprise, we adhered to WREN’s guidelines with great accuracy while accomplishing all of our objectives succinctly. 
The first event was held at California University of Pennsylvania on August 22nd. We had a great turnout and our dynamic speaker, Professor Tom Mueller did a fantastic job of reaching out to the region’s political officials in explaining the great need for a spill detection system. Among the attendees were California Borough Mayor Durdines and Jefferson Borough Mayor Dulik, as well as representatives from Senator Murtha’s office and Representative Peter Daley’s. Although RAIN’s focus has always been public health, i.e. drinking water, Mayor Durdines expressed interest in having California’s new wastewater treatment plant as RAIN’s first wastewater member. We are continuing to explore how RAIN can expand its vision to include such endeavors.
The second event was held at River Forest Country Club in Freeport on September 19th.  Tom McCaffrey, PA DEP, and Emily Buka, Riverside Center for Innovation, spoke to the importance of establishing a collective regional effort in protecting our source water. An informal discussion period brought people from the US Army Corp of Engineers, Emergency Management Agencies, and community groups together to recognize the importance of the Allegheny River and its much needed political and financial support. 
The third and final event was held here at Riverside Center for Innovation in Pittsburgh. As testament to our success at promoting RAIN’s name and efforts, we had many people come to both, if not all three events. Although many of these people were very aware of the threats to our waterways and hence drinking water, many people assumed that such equipment was already in place. Our public awareness efforts explained the gaps in drinking water safety. Again, as testament to our success, one audience member spoke up saying, “Well, this is a no brainer”, and the crowed nodded in agreement. 
WREN’s assistance for the development of a website, a logo, brochure, displays and banners helped us accomplish our goals of outreach. Through this, we have established sound relationships with other water organizations such as the Center for Healthy Environments and Communities, Three Rivers Wet Weather, Port of Pittsburgh, Institute of Politics at the University of Pittsburgh, the US Army Corp of Engineers, and numerous watershed organizations. In addition, we have garnered the political support necessary for future state and federal funding.
We are currently seeking US Army Corp of Engineer, Mellon Foundation, and FEMA grants. We are seeking $4 million to establish the early warning detection system at various sites along the Allegheny, Monongahela, and the Youghiogheny rivers. RAIN members know that without the coalition building and outreach facilitated by the WREN grant that we would not have the credentials to be considered for these grants. 
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