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More About Recharge

Think of recharge as one phase of the water
cycle. Water (as rain, snow, fog, hail, etc.) falls on
the surface of the land. From there, it seeps into
the ground to nourish plants and replenish
groundwater supplies. When precipitation falls
faster than the ground can receive it, the excess
runs off over the surface as stormwater until it
enters a wetland, creek, lake or other water body.

CYCLE

Infiltration

The amount of stormwater that infiltrates (soaks
into) the ground is quite variable. Both the
amount and rate of infiltration depend on the type
of soil, the time of year, the land cover, and the
moisture content of the soil before the storm. For
example, in woodlands the infiltration rate is
about 50%, while in developed areas, it averages
about 32%.

Important note:
Groundwater provides the base
flow for rivers and streams, the water

flowing there when there has been
no rain for some time.

Stormwater:
A Valuable Resource

Stormwater should be considered a valuable
resource, not a huisance to get rid of as fast as
possible.

A better solution — keep stormwater on the
land as long as possible, and as close as possi-
ble to where it falls, so it will have a chance to
replenish our groundwater.

Good Neighbors

Preventing heavy stormwater run-
off makes us good neighbors to
people living downstream.

As we lessen the amount of storm-
water that gets into a stream, we
reduce flooding downstream.
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Be a good
neighbor
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