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Time Period:  December 7, 2007 – July 15, 2008
As a result of this grant, a watershed education program was created combining the resources of the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education (SCEE) and the Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center (FWWIC).   Three area high schools, Esperanza Academy Charter School, School of the Future and Rhodes High School, participated in the program with a total of 55 students.
As described in the interim report a meeting was held with teacher representatives from the 3 schools in October to discuss some of the specifics of the project.  At this time teachers received copies of the “Discover the Schuylkill” Curriculum Guides and the calendar of teacher workshops at The Schuylkill Center, to which the teachers are invited to participate free of charge.
Each school group had a unique experience with the program.  Esperanza Academy students began their program in the fall with two outreach sessions and a full day field trip to SCEE and FWWIC in November.  As a service learning project students chose to collect rainwater on the school grounds and create a web page on the school website.  In addition, they also chose to do a presentation to the school board on the importance of the water conservation issue.  Unfortunately, due to time constraints and the end of the school year students were unable to complete the installation of the rainwater collection barrels, but hope to finish the project in the 2008-09 academic year with the support of their school administration.
The School of the Future began their program with outreach sessions on March 27th and April 8th.  The students also visited SCEE and FWWIC for their field learning session later in the spring.  During the planning process of their service learning project, the students walked the school grounds and discovered a large amount of dog waste. Consequently, they chose to install a doggy waste station on the school grounds for their service learning project.  The waste station has been ordered and will be installed in the coming school year.  They are also planning to contact the Phialdelphia Streets Department to inquire about having trash cans installed on their block to decrease the amount of litter around the school.
The students at Rhodes High School participated in outreach sessions on May 7th and May 15th, however due to scheduling difficulties were unable to visit SCEE or FWWIC. As their service learning project the students chose to cultivate a native plant garden on the school grounds.   Again, as in the case of Esperanza, time limitations prevented the students from completing the project in this school year.  Plans to complete the garden will go forward in the 2008-09 school year.

The one proposed element of the program that could not be provided was the Philadelphia Water Department (PWD) led trips to the drinking water plant and the waste water treatment plant.  Due to many scheduling conflicts and the schools’ time constraints these field trips could not be completed during the school year.  
DATE


Completed School and Outreach Program 
October 10, 2007
Esperanza Academy Charter School



What’s with Water?

October 30, 2007
Esperanza Academy Charter School




Watershed Mapping Walk

November 7, 2007
Esperanza Academy Charter School




Field trip to both FWWIC and SCEE 

March 27, 2008
School of the Future



What’s with Water?

April 8, 2008

School of the Future




Watershed Mapping Walk




School of the Future





Field trip to both FWWIC and SCEE

May 7, 2008

Rhodes High School



What’s with Water?

May 15, 2008

Rhodes High School




Watershed Mapping Walk

In order to facilitate program evaluation, a pre-test was administered to the students prior to the start of the outreach sessions.  A post-test had been planned, however, due to time constraints it could not be administered before the end of the school year.  Feedback about the value of the program was also solicited from the teachers involved however no response was received.
In conclusion, as a result of this generous grant, SCEE and FWWIC have collaboratively developed a new watershed education program that will be offered to schools next year and into the future as a part of the standard education offerings provided by SCEE.
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