                                                                Shermans Creek Conservation Assoc., Inc.

                  
              385 Dark Hollow Rd.

                         
             Shermans Dale, PA  17090

July 6, 2008

Water Resources Education Network

Sherene Hess, Project Director

LWVPA CEF WREN Project

275 Charles Street

Indiana, PA  15701

Dear Sherene,

I am writing this letter to you as the Interim Final Report of the Shermans Creek Conservation Association (SCCA), as required, by the LWVPA-CEF Grant Program 2006-2007.

As the Chair of the S.C.C.A., I would like to present this report with the confidence of having performed a very satisfying project for the benefit of the Blain Citizenship, and the evolving opportunities that will be made available for future educational experiences to the rest of the Shermans Creek watershed community.  

The second part of our Blain Source Water Protection Project was to present an interesting and hands-on educational program to local schools with a goal of increasing their awareness and the need for source water protection of their communities’ water.

Using WREN funds, our SWP program, using the Enviroscape model and display board, was presented to the following groups:

Blain Mennonite School: February 15, 2008.  27 students from the 4th to 8th grades,

2 teachers and 2 parents 

Blain Amish School-Clarks Run:  March 3, 2008. (Note: We were asked to not take pictures at either event.) 

25 students from 4-8th grades, 4 teachers and 2 parents.  

Blain Amish School 2:  April 16, 2008. 26 students from 4-8th grades

Blain Elementary School:  April 15, 2008.    86 fourth grade students.  

The Enviroscape model depicted a 3 dimensional version of the town of Blain; relating it to the 2004 Well & Town water pollution incident.  After addressing point source & non-point source pollution, erosion, nutrient management, pesticide use and land construction impact, students were asked to find methods to correct these types of pollution, to find means to better address these problems and to take action that they and their families could do to help correct and prevent this type of event from ever happening again.

For the second half of this program, a Macro invertebrate session was held to exemplify types of water quality indicators.  Most of the Amish and Mennonite children and teachers had never seen or used a microscope, let alone have an opportunity to study the macro invertebrates through such a devise.  They loved it!

Purchased macro flash identification cards & bug viewing jars helped in the macro identification part of the program.

The PA Rural Water Education Foundation’s Splish & Splash Activity books and DEP Macro ID sheets were also given to all students and teachers.
All were excited to find out about these unknown creatures and the Mennonite and Amish students were extremely anxious to get outside to use the charts to help identify macros in their own areas of the Shermans Creek.

The older children and attending adults were eagerly looked at the display board and pointed things out regarding their home relation to the town water supplies and several of the SWP articles that were displayed on the purchased BSWP Plan display board. 

Working with 2 ALLARM-SMART volunteers and 2 West Perry High School Students the S.C.C.A. was able to bring a successful SWP program to all of the Blain Elementary 4th grade students. 

This same SWP program was presented for the other schools, but we were better able to address Ground water pollution by using the newly purchased Ground Water Model along with the small ALLARM run off models. 

Complementing the program, The Art teacher was helpful in initiating a “Clean Water” poster contest.

Supplies were purchased as part of this grant and given to students to complete at home (to show their parents!) and during class time.  1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners were chosen and Border’s Books gift certificate prizes were provided by the SCCA.

At the end of the program, the “Splish & Splash” activity books were handed out to all 4th grade students and used as part of their Earth Week Education program. 

The exceptional quality of the purchased materials played an important role in the success of this rural program.  The Enviroscape definitely caught the attention of every child and many adults rushed forward to see what was happening.  The smaller hand-made runs off models were definitely not as successful in keeping attention and bringing “the community water source” idea to each individual. 

The Macro Flash Cards were so very helpful in the identification processes.

The poster contest was a real hit and was a great way for the children to take home fact sheets and activity books to hopefully interest their parents.

Bringing the Macro Invertebrate lesson, with live critters as water quality indicators, was definitely the best means to catch children’s attention.  We split the class into 2 groups and using our Microscope, small magnifiers and Macro ID charts  kept all involved with the program.

All genuinely appreciated having the ID fact sheets and activity books to take home.

The Splish and Splash books were very interesting to all the children and I’m sure it was a great way to involve their parents at home.

Working with the Blain Borough and partnering groups in initializing the educational outreach portion of their wellhead and source water protection project, has been a most effective project in reaching out to the children of our rural community.  

After bringing many environmental programs to the West Perry schools, this project has proven to be the most successful in providing a more lasting impression for the need to individually take responsibility to preserve and protect their water quality.

It was most rewarding to not see any distracted students and to have all the attending adult’s attention as well.  All the programs were well received and many “Thank You’s” were forthcoming from the students and teachers.

We now have such a great opportunity to use these materials in our upcoming school programs and have already started.

Our first spin-off opportunity was a presentation with the Perry Co. Master Gardeners at “New Blooms” garden center in Duncannon, PA, held on April 26, 2008.  With Native plants as the MG theme, we incorporated a nice adult program using the Enviroscape and Display Board.  A total of 15 adult residents, volunteers and employees were in attendance.  

We have also been asked to do another program this coming fall.


On June 28th, 2008 we completed a Native Gardening and Water Shed Protection program for the Amp NIMROD organization’s summer youth day at the Marysville Sportsman Club.

With the help of the Perry Co. Master Gardeners native planting, riparian buffer program, SCCA members explained run off and means to prevent it using the Enviroscape.  Again, another well received project and we’ve been asked to present at the 2009 event.  Over 40 children attended along with 35 parents and 24 Nimrod Volunteers.

We have also made a great connection with the Perry County Master Gardeners who would like to work with the SCCA SWP educational mission for several future projects.

We will now begin planning for our 2009 school programs, using most of the tools we have thankfully, had the opportunity to purchase through this grant.

Thank you for providing this exceptional opportunity for us.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda S. Sieber

Linda S. Sieber

Chair for the Shermans Creek Conservation Association, Inc.      
