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Final Report

ACTIVITIES ACCOMPLISHED
Five hundred (500) additional wellhead brochures promoting responsible groundwater stewardship were printed for Ulysses Municipal Authority and remain available for customers.
A Source Water Protection booth at the Potter County Fair was manned for five days during the week of July 30.  A groundwater flow model was set up and run each day to illustrate the principles of groundwater protection.  

Ulysses Borough was featured on Wednesday represented by myself along with John VanZandt from Harrisburg DEP.  The Ulysses background display board was made up of old pictures taken in Ulysses Borough during the early 1900’s and current pictures of the same areas denoting the number of changes that have taken place over the years and the growing need to protect our water sources.  Several Township Supervisors, two County Commissioners and State Representative Martin Causer and his family visited the display on that day.
The Northern Tier Children’s Home was featured on Thursday represented by Administrator Fern Burdick and Water Operator Everett Hershey along with Mark Stephens from DEP.  

Between twenty-five and fifty people viewed the flow model each day but only about seven brochures were taken.  Numerous hand-outs and educational materials were provided by the League of Women Voters.  The majority of items taken were for children, plastic cups, coloring books, book markers, posters, etc.  People are also more likely to pick up a brochure or pamphlet that is more colorful.  
Mark Stephens from DEP presented certificates to all of the systems featured at the fair for successfully completing their wellhead protection plans. 

The display board was then set up in the Ulysses Borough Office for a month and then at the Potter County Conservation District Office in Coudersport for five months.  A total of about fifteen brochures were picked up.
Replacement parts and additional supplies for the groundwater flow models were purchased with grant funds.  These items are maintained in the Ulysses Borough Office and are available for use by any Potter County school as a means to promote the use of the groundwater flow model in the school’s science curriculum.  Using the repair parts and supplies, Austin Area School District was able to repair their flow model enabling its continued use as a teaching tool. 

On behalf of all Potter County water systems who participated in the development of Source Water Protection Plans, John McLaughlin, recently retired from DEP, and Judy Bear, co-owner of Coudersport well Drilling, were interviewed by a reporter for the Potter Leader Enterprise for an article on wellhead protection, after which the attached article ran as the headline feature of the December 26, 2007 issue of that newspaper.  This paper is widely read by the majority of county residents as well as by many former residents and non-resident camp owners.  It is not possible to estimate the number of persons who have read this article.
John McLaughlin and Judy Bear also gave a Source Water Protection presentation using a groundwater flow model at a meeting of the Potter County Planning Commission.  Approximately fifty persons attended.
Two Water Supply Area signs were installed in the CKG Area Authority recharge area.  One additional Water Supply Area sign was installed in the Ulysses Municipal Authority recharge area making a total of five signs installed in Ulysses.  
An environmental fair was held in Coudersport whereby students from the third through sixth grades visited six stations set up in the school’s gymnasium to learn about various features of our environment.  Mark Stephens of DEP participated at Station 5 with a presentation of the groundwater flow model.  Students learned how snow and rainwater can soak into the ground and become a part of the groundwater system that feeds lakes, streams, etc. and how pollutants spilled on the ground or dumped into sewage systems can cause long lasting contamination to groundwater.  Approximately three hundred students participated.  
ACTIVITIES REMAINING
Although much was accomplished over the past year, thanks to the support of the PA League of Women Voters and all of the local volunteers, a few tasks remain.  Next fall we will make contact with the Northern Potter School District and the Whitesville (NY) School District to assess their groundwater education programs and to rekindle interest if needed.  Finally, under the initiative of Mark Stephens from DEP we hope to set up another booth at the Potter County Fair this August.
In closing, we would like to offer special thanks to Mark Stephens, John McLaughlin and Judy Bear for their efforts over the past year.  We also wish to thank the League for looking kindly on our grant proposals without which we would not have had the resources to accomplish these tasks.
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