WREN Grant Final Report
Gettysburg Source Water Protection Outreach Project

Lead Agency: Land Conservancy of Adams County

Partners: Adams County Office of Planning and Development, Watershed Alliance of Adams County, Gettysburg Municipal Authority

Project Purpose: The purpose of the project was to raise awareness about the threats to Gettysburg’s public drinking water supply’s source waters and encourage the community to support and implement source water protection practices.  
Project Accomplishments: The project partnership successfully created an educational display about the source of Gettysburg’s water supply and how that source can be protected, that is on display at the Adams County Agriculture and Natural Resource Center in Gettysburg and has been and will be displayed at community events throughout the next year, including Farm-City Day, the Land Conservancy of Adams County’s Road Rally, the Adams County Outdoor Expo, and several other pertinent meetings on issues related to water. The project partnership designed and printed 2500 educational bookmarks that were placed into brochure holders attached to acrylic frames and distributed to the Adams County Public Library, three Gettysburg coffeehouses, and two Gettysburg bookstores. One additional holder with bookmarks will be distributed to Gettysburg High School at the beginning of the school year in September. The project partnership also designed and printed 7500 placemats that have been distributed to several local restaurants in the Gettysburg area. These placemats will also be used at the Potomac River Basin Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership annual dinner that will be held in Gettysburg in October, and the Land Conservancy and Watershed Alliance’s annual dinners to be held in March 2007 and April 2007. The project partnership also designed and printed 4800 brochures, 4000 of which were mailed to customers of Gettysburg Municipal Authority. The remaining brochures will accompany the educational display for distribution. 
Remaining Activities: Instead of installing signs along roadways announcing the entry into the water supply area because DEP would like to have uniform signage of this type across PA, the partnership is working to design, create, and install one interpretive sign adjacent to a well-visited historic covered bridge across the creek that provides surface water to Gettysburg Municipal Authority which is also the area of a future walking/biking trail. The project partnership was granted a project extension to have this completed by the end of November.
Project Evaluation: Approximately 10,000 to 15,000 people will have been educated about water supply resources as a result of our WREN grant activities. A web survey was created by the project partnership to receive reactions/comments on the source water activities completed.  The comments on the work of the Gettysburg Source Water Protection Outreach Project were generally positive with some negative comments on the possible threat of chemicals used in orchards to the water supply. The project seems to have raised awareness of the source of Gettysburg’s water supply with citizens and the public, although we have not seen an increase in interest or efforts by local officials to protect the water supply. Results of the survey are attached. 
Project Continuation: Several spin-offs as a result of the WREN grant have been quite effective, including: the Land Conservancy of Adams County, Watershed Alliance of Adams County, and Adams County Conservation District sponsored and made presentations about the Marsh Creek Watershed Protection Project at a well-attended source water protection workshop in Adams County presented by WREN and the PA Rural Association; representatives of the Land Conservancy, Conservation District and DEP recorded a program about source water protection for a local cable access channel, Adams Community Television; a DEP employee has nominated the Land Conservancy for an EPA Region III Source Water Protection Award; representatives from two of the project partners will be interviewed by a Gettysburg Municipal Authority customer who received a brochure in the mail, for a local radio program that will focus on protection of Gettysburg’s water supply to air in September 2006; and the Land Conservancy spoke about the connection between land preservation and source water protection for the Potomac River Basin Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership in August.
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