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Abrahams Creek Watershed Education Project 

Through funding in the amount of $3291 from WREN a project of the League of Women Voters, the Abrahams Creek Watershed Association (ACWA) agreed to work towards educating the local residents and municipal leaders of the watershed. The ACWA feels this project was very successful. 

Task 1

The ACWA has purchased and designed a presentation board outlining the issues facing the watershed and the efforts underway to resolve these issues. Photos of the presentation board are attached to this mailing. The ACWA partnered with the Hicks Creek Watershed Association to staff an educational booth at the West Pittston Cherry Blossom Festival. Thousands of local residents visit this local festival every year. Members of the two watershed associations set up presentation boards, distributed educational materials and talked to visitors about the local watershed association’s efforts. WREN was helpful in directing the ACWA where to find free educational flyers, posters and brochures for distribution. This event was very successful in that we reached citizens we had not distributed materials to previously. 
Task 2
The ACWA designed a survey and distributed it at all workshops and meetings. The survey asked residents about issues with flooding, storm water and invasive species that they encountered, and any other issues they had concerning the watershed. In addition the survey asked questions to determine the persons existing knowledge of non point source pollution. 

The results were as follows regarding issues affecting watershed residents:

Residents attending workshops affected by flooding -45%

Residents affected by storm water run off - 40%

Residents affected by street flooding - 33%

Residents affected by bank erosion - 40%

Residents affected by invasive vegetation – 60%

The following were the results of the survey of existing non point source pollution knowledge.

Asked about fertilizer uses 43% never use it; 42% occasionally use it and 15% use often.
Asked about pesticide use 71% never use it; 29% occasionally use it.

Asked if changed own oil 86% never change it at home; 14 % change it at home

Asked about collection of animal waste, 100% of those with pets collect it.

Asked if compost yard waster 28% occasionally compost; 72% always compost.

Asked if used municipal compost program, 20% occasionally use it; 80% always use it.

Asked if gutters were directed to street, 50% directed into lawn; 50% directed to street.

The results of the survey showed that although the watershed has many effected residents the majority of the workshop participants had a strong environmental interest. These residents had a stronger interest in best management practices and bettering the environment rather than a pure interest in problems such as street flooding and storm water run off. 
The survey also allowed the ACWA to develop its mailing list and compile a list of problems and problem areas in the watershed. 

Task 3
The ACWA designed and printed a colored brochure. To date the ACWA has distributed brochures via mail, at local municipal buildings; distribution by the girls’ scouts and distribution at the West Pittston Cherry Blossom Festival. This distribution has also added to the ACWA mailing and emailing list.

Task 4
The ACWA has developed a web page, it can be found at www.abrahamscreek.org. It highlights the watershed facts and accomplishments.

Task 5
The ACWA also arranged for local experts to conduct educational workshops for members and citizens. The Luzerne Conservation District’s Tanya Dierolf presented a workshop to the ACWA members on non-point source pollution. 

The Penn State Cooperative Extension’s Master Gardner Mary Pat Appel and Vincent Catrone Urban Forester conducted a series of workshops in the summer and fall of 2008. Topics covered were Rain Gardening, Storm Water Management and Managing Invasive Species
Project Evaluation
Through this grant, the ACWA has been able through its new website, brochure, workshops and newsletter series to distribute information to residents and local municipal officials regarding the non-point pollution and other challenges facing Abrahams Creek Watershed. The number of interested citizens and officials has increased since the project began, but not to the level, the ACWA has hoped. Sign in logs were kept of each meeting or workshop for documentation. Funding from this grant has allowed us to develop a substantial mailing and emailing list so future communication will be available. 

The funding from the League of Women Voters, WREN has allowed the ACWA to get established and known throughout the area. This has helped substantially with our ability to acquire other grant funding. Since our establishment in January 2008 the ACWA, West Wyoming Borough and Wyoming Borough the two fully participating municipalities in the ACWA, have been awarded $434,000 in grant funding for projects related to Abrahams Creek including three DEP Growing Greener grants. A member of the ACWA has been placed on the Luzerne County Hicks/Abrahams Creek Technical advisor committee and Luzerne County has placed the Abrahams Creek Watershed in a higher level of detail study in its Act 167 plan. Local environmental groups have contacted the ACWA requesting to partner in order to plan and facilitate projects. The ACWA has become a driving force behind projects related to the protection and management of the Abrahams Creek Watershed.
Sincerely,
Eileen Cipriani

ACWA

