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Greater Johnstown Water Authority

Water Stewardship Through Education

As the 2008-2009 school year draws to a close, the Greater Johnstown Water Authority and its manager, RDM-Johnstown LLC, are proud to say that this year’s efforts were a rousing success. Our hope was that by educating elementary students about source water protection and water conservation in an informative, yet fun and entertaining manner, they would develop water-wise, “green” habits for themselves, and share this information with their parents when they return home at the end of the day.
Shortly after the 2008-2009 school year began, letters were sent to twenty-five school districts in a tri-county area making them aware of a continuation of our informational presentations.  We also placed an article in the local newspaper, the Johnstown Tribune Democrat, making the public aware of our program as well as possibly reaching a teacher that may have never received our letter and may want to take advantage of what we have to offer for their classroom.  However, we decided to make some enhancements to our program for this year. 
Students in grades K through 3 would continue to see a seven minute AWWA video entitled “Journey of the Blob” that follows a concoction of various chemicals mixed together by a young man and is promptly dumped down the drain in a “blob” and finally ends up coming out of the child’s garden hose the next year.  It’s amusing and instructional, but it makes a very definite impression on the younger audience.  We have a question and answer period about topics such as saving water at home and the water cycle.

We were pleased to announce a new, fast-paced game we developed called “Whaddya Know About H2O?” that is modeled after the long running game show “Jeopardy” for older students in grades 4 through 6.   Our visit starts with a brief, informational discussion that touches on where their water comes from, some statistics about the Greater Johnstown Water Authority system, water conservation in general terms, and the importance of protecting our water sources for us and future generations.  Then the fun begins.  The class divides in two teams (usually girls vs. boys) and their competitive nature quickly kicks in.  Students take turns choosing and answering questions in increasing dollar amounts from categories entitled: Water Cycle, Getting it to You, Around the House, It’s Surprising to Know, and Don’t Waste the Water.  The team with the highest dollar value wins a prize.  Everyone in either presentation is given a goodie bag consisting of water search-a-word games, interesting water facts, neon ruler, neon eraser and either a pen, pencil or crayons/ coloring book depending on the age group of our audience.  Each teacher receives a nice pen along with instructional materials for them to use in their classrooms at a later date to reinforce what they learned from our visit.  Our team, Daniel Lovrich, our chief meter repairman, and Jennifer Flowers, RDM administrative assistant, have received many personalized thank you notes and drawings from the students saying how much they enjoyed our visit and assuring us they learned a lot.  
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Greater Johnstown Water Authority

Water Stewardship Through Education (Continued)
The school districts we visited were Windber Area Elementary School, two elementary schools in the Greater Johnstown School District, St. Patrick School, Forest Hills Elementary School, Cathedral Catholic Academy, Blacklick Valley Elementary School, Davidsville Christian School, Johnstown Christian School, Northern Cambria Elementary School, Turkeyfoot Valley Elementary School, Conemaugh Township Elementary School, and the Westmont Hilltop Elementary School. All our visits reached approximately 3,000 students in grades K through 6.
What we didn’t plan on was that the article in the local paper prompted a few other groups to contact us to request a presentation.  We visited a local Girl Scout troop that loved our game. We had to make some quick adaptations when asked to present our program at a local senior citizens monthly lunch meeting.  We used the Jeopardy game presentation, and the seniors just had a ball competing against one another.  Instead of our regular goodie bags, we passed out leak-detection tablets and brochures on how to find their shut off valve in their home.    We also participated in a Senior Expo at the Pasquerilla Convention Center where we had a table and displayed informational materials, used the same handouts as at the senior’s monthly meeting and enjoyed meeting lots of local folks.
When we started our school program three years ago, our budget was funded cooperatively by the Greater Johnstown Water Authority and RDM-Johnstown LLC, system manager.  The first and second year budgets were approximately $8,000/ year.  The first year’s budget took care of some one-time-only expenses such as a carrying display board, a personalized table runner, the ”Journey of the Blob” video  Each successive year, we purchased other supplies including Water-Wise coloring books, crayons, water drop pencils, pens, erasers, bags, easels and rulers. This year we were fortunate to have been awarded the WREN grant in the amount of $5,000 that enabled us to purchase our “Whaddya Know About H2O?” game board and restock our supply of handouts, adding the leak detection tablets and some adult- oriented brochures.  However, due to the delay of grant funding, the Greater Johnstown Water Authority board allowed us to purchase our materials to continue full steam ahead on our successful program and then put back the monies once the funding would come through.  Actually, the expenses of our program for this year far exceeded the $5,000 WREN grant, but the GJWA allowed us to purchase all the materials necessary to meet the program’s needs because they realize the importance of community outreach whether it is through the area’s school students or students of any age.
On a related note, the Greater Johnstown Water Authority in conjunction with Spotts, Stevens and McCoy has recently completed compiling our Source Water Protection plan.   It will be presented to the public later this month and will be formally approved at a Committee of the Whole meeting slated for June 25, 2009.   Our school Water Stewardship Through Education Program is essential in fulfilling one of the requirements to comply with the plan of protecting our water sources by conducting public outreach and education. 
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Greater Johnstown Water Authority

Water Stewardship Through Education (Continued)
On behalf of the Greater Johnstown Water Authority and our education team members, we all would like to thank PA League of Women Voters, WREN and PA DEP for believing in our project enough to award the grant to enable us to continue our outreach to schools and organizations in and around the Greater Johnstown Water Authority system.  It is our intent to continue to visit our schools, enhance our program and make every effort to reach as many of our customers as we can to educate them about conserving and preserving this most precious resource for us and future generations.
Elizabeth Rhoades, Project Coordinator

RDM-Johnstown LLC

Tony Caputo, GJWA Board Member

Chairman of Cambria County Water Partnership Steering Committee

June 12, 2009

