WREN Grant Final Report

Hallstead Borough & 

Northern Susquehanna River Watershed Association’s

Rain Barrels: Stormwater Management for the Homeowner
Hallstead Borough and the Northern Susquehanna River Watershed Association’s workshop turned out to be a huge success.  Through press releases, flyers, and a mention of the workshop on WPEL radio station, this workshop managed to draw attention from over 100 people.  Hallstead Borough and Susquehanna County Conservation District staff picked up rain barrels in March and spent the following weeks preparing the barrels with hardware for the big day.  Members of the local Watershed Association helped line up chairs and tables for delivery to the Hallstead Borough building where the event was held.  
The Rain Barrel Workshop was held on March 28th with over 75 attendees and the Borough building was packed to maximum capacity.  Michele Giangrieco, Hallstead Borough President, gave the opening welcome.  The floor was then turned over to Kathy Blaisure, Watershed Specialist at the Conservation District, who talked about Stormwater issues and the relation to non-point source pollution.  Many in the audience were surprised to learn that they are, in large part, responsible for non-point source pollution by the activities they may conduct on their properties.  Most people automatically assume that the blame would go to corporations and farmers.  The next speaker, Kim Grace, from Penn State Cooperative Extension and a Master Gardener, gave a presentation on what homeowners could do to help alleviate stormwater and pollution issues on their properties.  Kim’s talk involves using simple rain gardens and rain barrels to give homeowners a sense of ownership in helping alleviate stormwater and pollution in their communities.  The next, and perhaps best speaker of the day, was Wendy Sweppenheiser.  Wendy is a property owner in Wyoming County who has implemented storm water techniques on her own property out of necessity.  Wendy & her husband turned their entire property into a spectacular landscape using no machinery or expensive materials.  They used mostly materials left over from construction sites and loaded them into the trunk of their cars.  In just a couple of years they went from having their property constantly damaged from stormwater runoff from the neighborhood—to not  having enough water for all their native-gardening needs.  They even asked their neighbors if they could install rain barrels to collect rain water from the neighbor’s roof and flow it to their property!  Wendy is just a great speaker to reach other Homeowners that these techniques can be done inexpensively and that they work! We got a lot of positive feedback from Wendy’s talk from the attendees.  The last presentation was again from Kathy Blaisure in which she spoke about what homeowner’s need to do with their rain barrels once they get them home.  There were numerous rain barrels set up for demonstration around the room and after the workshop, everyone could feel free to look around and talk to the speakers independently with their specific issues.  Downstairs, Michele Giangrieco took charge of looking over the registration sheet and making sure each attendee got their free rain barrel to take home.  Members of the Watershed Association helped carry and load barrels into the attendees vehicles.  Surveys given out the day of the workshop indicate that 100% of the attendees thought this was a worthwhile project and they are glad they had attended.  100% of attendees planned on doing things differently on their property as a result of this workshop.  Over 85% of attendees learned about non-point source pollution issues that they did not know of before.    
Besides the Workshop, other rain barrels were given out to each Township and Borough in the Northern Susquehanna River Watershed area to further community education opportunities.  Rain barrels were also given out to highly visible businesses—local Contractors, Libraries, Childcare places, to name a few, that couldn’t necessarily attend the workshop but can still be open to educate the public as questions arise due to rain barrels on their properties.  All people and businesses who received rain barrels were also given an informational packet.  So the educational aspect of this workshop is expected to continue to spread throughout the Watershed community as the barrels become visible.  Hallstead Library, which is connected to the Hallstead Borough building and Hallstead Fire Hall, and is a great community place for people to gather, has already set up a functional rain barrel that the public can view.  Signs have been given to the Library to help further community education by explaining the purpose and function of their rain barrel. 

Besides the educational aspects that this workshop provided to these communities, another great thing this project has done is given the local Watershed Association more attention and interest than they have had in a very long time.  Community interest is back and there have been many calls wondering what other projects the Watershed Association has going on and if there is a way that people can participate.

The community has, once again, a renewed interest in watershed issues in their area.  That is by far because of this WREN project and the outreach the grant money was able to provide.  We thank you so much for this opportunity.
