Julie Kollar

League of Woman Voters of PA

WREN Office

116 Chestnut Lane

North Wales, PA 19454

July 14, 2009

Dear Julie,

This is our Final Report for Kids Spreading Pride: McDannell Run Improvements.

As we reported in our Interim Report, July and August were dedicated to the care of our rain garden and discussions with the neighbors about watersheds, rain gardens and riparian buffer zones. Some of the neighbors helped with our rain gardens and we also worked with Master Gardeners to design and plant a Community Vegetable Garden.
We had an article in the Erie Times-News in June before the funding for this project began which we posted at the Kid’s Club during the summer. We shared it with the residents and administrators at the John E. Horan Garden Apartments where our rain garden is located. We also had an article on the Newspaper and Education Page in the Times News on March 31st.
August and September were devoted to the International Coastal Clean-up; we designed and passed out flyers inviting residents to join us for the clean-up on Saturday morning September 20th, 2008. It was a great success. Forty volunteers participated and in 3 hours we collected 1008 pounds of garbage and cleaned 2 miles of riparian buffer zone on each side of the creek. Our most unusual find was a dead stiff cat with it paws hooked onto a tree branch. We had a total of 30 bags of garbage; our top 3 items were cigarette butts -757; plastic bags -205; food wrappers -203.
During the fall and winter we learned about art and the environment. We used art to strengthen our environmental message. We designed 3 sets of promotional materials which were submitted to the PLEWA, Earth Force and Erie Housing Authority Newsletters and the Erie Times-News, Newspaper in Education. They were all published.

We also created a Stop Motion Video. It educated people about the McDannell Run Watershed, non-point source pollution, best management practices and the Earth Force Process. 
Over 2000 people voted for the video as part of the State Farm: We Can Make a Difference Multi-media Showcase. We were one of four national finalists and received high praise from the judges. 
We had a showing of the video in February to teach parents and neighbors about the McDannell Run Watershed, We also had a press conference to educate people in the Lake Erie watershed. 
The video is now used in Earth Force Teacher Training Workshops not only in Erie but in offices around the country to teach teachers about the Earth force process and watersheds. 
Students from the House of Mercy presented their project and video at the Earth Force Youth Summit. The project story will also be included in the Earth Force Yearbook which will be published in September. The video is also posted on the Earth Force web page.
This summer we are taking care of our rain garden, continuing to plant along the riparian zone and we planted another vegetable garden. Youth at the John Horan Garden Apartments are focusing on water quality at McDannell Run and hope to improve fish habitat and water quality so that the stream will support fish. We are working with experts from Mercyhurst College, PA DEP, and the Fish and Boat Commission.

Youth at the House of Mercy did a mini-study of carbon sequestration in a few sample trees at McClelland Park, the headwaters of McDannell Run. They also hope to be involved with the Burton-Diehl Neighborhood Association, who are just beginning a study of the park. 

In July these same youth are exploring the adoption of a neighborhood park. They are working 
with the City of Erie.
The Earth Force students increased their personal skills related to getting the word out and were very successful in spreading the word about their project. Citizens in the neighborhoods and residents of the apartments are more knowledgeable about watersheds and volunteered with the youth to care for the raingardens and the clean-ups. Organizations in our watershed work very well together and the youth are now a part of that network and their self-esteem has grown throughout the project. The management team at the Erie Housing Authority are more aware of the riparian buffer zone and the role it plays in protecting the stream. Their work crews this summer are helping to care for bushed, trees and gardens that the youth have planted.

The following materials are included on the CD:



International Coastal Clean-up Summary and Poster
McDannell Run Watershed Summary and Poster
Community Vegetable Garden Poster


Earth Force Newsletter with article-Project that preceded Kids Spreading Pride 



PLEWA Newsletter with article page 5


NIE page March 31, 2009 

House of Mercy Video

Erie Housing Authority Article

The following printed materials are enclosed:

International Coastal Clean-up Summary and Poster

McDannell Run Watershed Summary and Poster

Community Vegetable Garden Poster



Earth Force Newsletter with article-Project that preceded Kids Spreading Pride 



PLEWA Newsletter with article page 5



Erie Times News Rain Garden Article-Project that preceded Kids Spreading Pride



NIE page March 31, 2009


2007-08 Earth Force Yearbook 

House of Mercy Video

Erie Housing Authority Article

Press Release House of Mercy Video Press Conference and public screening


Lost the footage of the Press Conference

The signatures of the partners, the CD and the financial report are also enclosed.
Sincerely,

Pat Lupo, OSB

Program Director

John E. Horan Garden Apartments




 

House of Mercy Earth Force

Pennsylvania Lake Erie Watershed Association

Erie Times News in Education
