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July 9, 2009
Julie Kollar
Program Director
Water Resources Education Network (WREN) a project of
The League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Education Fund

Dear Julie:
This final project report is to inform you of the project, “Keeping Pharmaceuticals out of our Water Resources” impact in McKean County and surrounding areas. 

Heather McKean, Watershed Specialist with the McKean County Conservation District, and Jim Clark, Penn State Extension Educator, designed an educational placemat in cooperation with Port Allegany Borough, who also received a WREN grant. 12,000 placemats have been distributed throughout portions of McKean County to spread the “protect our drinking water” message.  Heather and Jim also compiled and conducted a survey of personal care and nursing homes in McKean, Cameron, and Potter Counties (see attached) to discover how such facilities are currently disposing of unused medications. The results from this survey were shared during an EPA scheduled webinar. Other participants of the webinar shared their experiences in organizing and conducting unwanted medication collections. This webinar we very beneficial as we are still in the planning phase of our event as discussed below.
Citizen and public awareness about the proper disposal of pharmaceuticals and personal care product has been dramatically increased because of this project. There were many news articles and advertisements picked up by local media on the subject, the Bradford Water Authority included a flyer in their 2007 annual report, and the Bradford Hospital helped reach 780 people through the distribution of their newsletter. Jim Clark presented three water talk to various community groups in the area where the pharmaceutical and water issue was covered.  A total of 103 people were reached and 61 (59%) responded to a post survey. Fifteen (25%) of the respondents stated they would now stop flushing medications because they attended the session. See attached results.
The pharmaceutical collection event took place May 16, 2009 at the Bradford Regional Medical Center in Bradford, PA. Numerous advertisements and articles in local newspapers and on the radio helped spread the word about the event (see attached samples). There were 24 volunteers who helped with the collection. The collection was a success with over 70 participants and 700+ pounds of unwanted medications collected in a five hour period. Each participant also filled out a brief survey; the results are attached. 
The collection was so well received that it is a goal of the District’s and Penn State

Cooperative Extension to seek additional funding to offer the event locally as an annual

event. 
This project created an excellent avenue to increase awareness about a rising concern

about our pharmaceuticals contaminating water supplies as well as new partnerships. In

addition, existing partnerships were strengthened and those of us involved will continue to

work together to project and preserve our precious water resources. Thank you for the

opportunity to work with WREN on this very important mission. 
Sincerely,
Heather McKean
Watershed Specialist
McKean County Conservation District
