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	Seventh- and eighth-graders at Franklin D. Roosevelt Middle School, known for the "Flood Kids," "Radon Rangers" and West Nile virus studies, now are ready to test area drinking water.

Students chose drinking water as their service learning project after water main breaks resulting in boil-water advisories closed schools three times last year. There was concern, at the time, that water might have been contaminated.The students, who've met with experts on the topic, will work to identify contaminants, the source of contaminants and the effect on drinking water.  According to science teacher Meredith Mueller, kids in her class will test their home drinking water. If they notice a pattern of contamination, then they'll attempt to test more homes in that area. Roughly 50 tap water test kits are available for the students' use, funded by the new Bristol Township Communities That Care Project through the Student Service Learning Opportunities Board. 

The foundation awards grants to student representatives of area schools. This board is one of the first student foundations in the United States and has funded five projects this year for parochial and public schools.  For "Water Quality Kid," Naavah Wood wrote the grant application and Jeannette Newman, 8, presented the request. Both are members of a student board of directors. 

While some kids involved in the water studies will focus on water cycles, research tests, standards and treatment, 13-year-old Matt Ocharski will concentrate on bioterrorism.  "No one can get into a water plant," Matt said during a working lunch for some of the group.

However, a local water treatment plant may make an exception for students involved in the study, guidance counselor Kathy Horwatt said. "If we can identify contaminants, then we can be ready," said 13-year-old Jackie Spicer.

"The only way to protect [our water] is for all of us to work together. Be alert. [We need] 10,000 eyes looking out for something unusual and calling the police department," said Julie Koller, of the League of Women Voters, who spoke to students about water quality this week. She told students the best citizen is an informed, educated citizen.  The women's league will sponsor a taping for Comcast of the students' findings. 

The "Water Quality Kids" also will present their findings at the Wheelabrator Symposium in May. Representatives from the Environmental Protection Agency and a representative of a local water treatment plant spoke to the "Water Quality Kids" at previous working lunches.
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